PARENTAL INFORMED CONSENT FORM
The educational research project, to be conducted by Robert Fiero as part of the requirements for the M.A. degree in  Science Education is designed to potentially improve the quality of  science education at the middle school level, personally as a professional educator, and to add to compendium of information to field of educational research in general. 

The focus of the research is to integrate formative assessment practices into curriculum in a formal manner using a portfolio of student work and assessments.  Formative assessment briefly defined, is a pedagogical strategy in which the teacher and the standards consistently and productively evaluate the learning progression in the unit of study and modify instructional practices (on the teachers part) and/or the learning strategies implemented by the student. 
However, in this study, the instructional plan is to consistently use a portfolio of each students’ work graded and returned promptly to students to give them the opportunity to assess the quality of their own learning and enable the teacher to provide positive descriptive feedback.  This gives both participants the information and time to modify their respective approaches to the material. This differs from the more conventional approach of periodically returning work to students with scant feedback (mostly in the form of a score or grade) with no requirement to reflect on their learning and their skills as a student. That is the portfolio is mostly used as an archive to house student documents.
The research will commence in the first and second quarter terms with the cell and genetics units (please see syllabus and class website for the detailed timeline).  For each of the two units two classes will be the experimental classes  using the formative assessment with the portfolio and two classes will be conventionally taught (a fifth class that I teach is not included in this study).  The classes will switch at the change of units with the experimental becoming conventionally taught and visa versa.  Their will be a comprehensive pretest and post test conducted for each unit.  At end of  the semester students will given an anonymous survey asking for their opinion and experience in comparing the formative assessment plan and without it. A few students will be interviewed as well. The risks from participating in this study include are minimal in the sense they will study the same curriculum standards and perform all the same assignments of the ‘conventionally’ taught classes.
Any information that is collected in this study that can be identified specifically with your child will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your written permission or if required by law. The cumulative results of this study will be published, but the names or identity of subjects will not be made known. All data/documentation collected as part of this project will be kept on file by the researcher at the conclusion of the study.

Neither you nor your child will receive monetary compensation for participation in this study. However, there may be specific benefits which your child can expect as a result of participation in this study, including periodic assessments and the implementation of appropriate interventions. 

If you wish to voice a concern about the research, you may direct your questions me, Mr. Robert Fiero at Rio Norte JHS at 661-295-3700 x1114. 
You should understand that approval for your child to participate in this study is completely voluntary, and  you may decline to participate or withdraw from the study at any time without jeopardy. Likewise, the researcher may cancel this study at any time.

[image: image1.png]


PARENTAL INFORMED CONSENT FORM
I have read the above and understand the conditions outlined for participation in the described in this study. I give informed consent for my child, named below, to participate in the study.

During the course of the project participants may be photographed and be interviewed with an audio recording and some of it transcribed for use in the research report. Your initials here _____signify your consent to be photographed and taped. All photographs collected as part of this project will be kept on file by the researcher at the conclusion of the study. The pictures will not be published online with names of any of the students
Child's Name: _____________________
  _________________________
        ______
Last 



     First 



MI

Parent/Legal Guardian Printed Name: ____________________
  _______________________
    ______

Last 


First 


     MI

Signature: ______________________________________   Date: ________________
If you have signed this form, please return it Mr. Robert Fiero at Rio Norte Junior High School via your child or if by mail please put this in an envelope and mail to the following:
c/o Robert Fiero

28771 Rio Norte Dr.
Santa Clarita, CA 91354

If sent by fax then use this number: 661-257-1413 and be sure to address to Mr. Robert Fiero.
